
 
 

PCA-ICCA SHORT-TERM FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME 
 
The PCA-ICCA Fellowship Programme provides law graduates with the opportunity to participate in the activities 
of the International Council for Commercial Arbitration (ICCA) as conducted in cooperation with the Permanent 
Court of Arbitration (PCA) in The Hague, the Netherlands. Fellowships are offered to individuals with excellent 
academic records, to provide both work experience and the opportunity to participate in the preparation of 
academic publications and research and outreach projects in the field of international arbitration. 
  
Fellows will be expected to participate in the regular functioning of ICCA operating in cooperation with the 
PCA. Responsibilities will include both legal research and organizational tasks, including work on ICCA publications 
and ICCA projects. Fellows will in principle not be involved in arbitration case work conducted under the auspices 
of the PCA. Fellows will be provided with access to a computer and an email address. They will also have access 
to the ICCA library, the renowned Peace Palace law library and various electronic legal databases. 
 
Extended description of activities 
 
Examples of the kinds of activities in which a fellow will participate are as follows. 
 

- Judiciary Committee: Fellows assist the ICCA Judiciary Committee in its work on New York Convention 
Roadshows. This includes doing research and drafting (and translating, if possible) template materials on 
the New York Convention, organizing virtual and in-person Roadshows for national court judges, assisting 
in the review and drafting of the 2nd edition of ICCA’s Guide on the Interpretation of the 1958 New York 
Convention (currently available in 28 languages).  

- Publications: Fellows assist with research, fact-checking and cite-checking of ICCA Publications, including 
for example the country reports in the ICCA Handbook Commercial Arbitration. They may also be involved 
in summarizing court decisions and arbitral awards for the ICCA Yearbook, and working on other 
publication-related tasks. 

- Prize and fellowship programmes: Fellows contribute to the administration of ICCA’s prize and fellowship 
programmes, such as the Johnny Veeder Fellowship Programme, the Guillermo Aguilar-Alvarez Memorial 
Prize, and the Inclusion Fund. Tasks include drafting terms and conditions, news alerts, social media posts, 
and application forms for new rounds of such programmes.  

- Ad hoc ICCA projects: new projects (both publication-, research and outreach-related) are undertaken by 
ICCA on an ad hoc basis. Fellows assist with research, organizational, website and other activities in 
connection with such projects. 

- Drafting of speaking notes: members of ICCA’s Governing Board and Bureau are often invited to speak at 
events on select topics of international arbitration. Fellows may be tasked with conducting research, 
writing a first draft of notes, and preparing PowerPoint presentations.  

- Young ICCA: Fellows participate in gathering resources and know-how for use by Young ICCA members, 
updating the Young ICCA website; and assisting with the organization of workshops and seminars.  

- ICCA Congresses: Fellows may take part in organizational tasks related to ICCA Congresses and 
conferences, including attending meetings with the Host Committee, coordinating blog coverage with 
Kluwer Arbitration, and other tasks as needed in the lead up to the Congress.  
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Requirements 
 
Applicants must have graduated with a law degree. The programme is also open to those who have exceeded this 
requirement (e.g., LLM graduates or practitioners). Applicants must be fluent in spoken and written English. 
 
Term 
 
Fellowships are available for periods of 3 months, 6 months or one year. 
 
Application procedure 
 
There is no application form. Applicants are required to submit a letter of application, supported by: 
 

(1) a curriculum vitae (with contact details incl. email address and telephone number); 
(2) a letter of recommendation by a law professor or senior professional; 
(3) an academic transcript; and 
(4) (for non-native speakers) proof of proficiency in English. 

 
Applications may be submitted in PDF form in one document via email to: Lucy Burns at lburns@pca-cpa.org. 
 
Conditions 
 
Fellows will be offered a monthly stipend. They will not become ICCA Foundation Inc. or PCA staff members, and 
neither ICCA Foundation, Inc. nor the PCA accepts any responsibility for costs arising from accidents and/or illness 
incurred during a Fellowship. Fellows will therefore be responsible for organizing their own health and other 
insurance (proof of which will be required before commencement of a term). Fellows are also responsible for 
organizing their own transport to and from The Hague, visa, accommodation and living expenses. 
 
ICCA/PCA sets no citizenship requirements. However, applicants are strongly advised to contact the Netherlands 
Embassy or Consulate in their country of residence or to consult the website of the Dutch Immigration Service 
(www.ind.nl) for information about visa requirements for stays in the Netherlands. 
 
Fellows work from the ICCA Publications offices under the auspices of the PCA at the Academy Building, Peace 
Palace, The Hague, and report directly to PCA-ICCA staff. 
 
About ICCA 
 
The International Council for Commercial Arbitration (ICCA) is a worldwide organization devoted to promoting the 
use and improving the processes of arbitration, conciliation and other forms of resolving international commercial 
disputes. Its activities include convening international arbitration congresses and conferences, publishing 
authoritative dispute resolution publications (including the Yearbook Commercial Arbitration, the International 
Handbook on Commercial Arbitration, and the ICCA Congress Series), and promoting the harmonization of 
arbitration and conciliation rules, laws, procedures and standards. 
 
ICCA was established in 1961 and has official status as a nongovernmental organization accredited by the United 
Nations. Through a Cooperation Agreement with the Permanent Court of Arbitration in The Hague, the 
Netherlands, the PCA provides publication and related services to ICCA. 
 
www.arbitration-icca.org 
 

http://www.ind.nl/

